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NEW ZEALAND LAVA CAVES: THE DISTRIBUTION AND FORMATION

Les Kermode

New Zealand Geological Survey

The geologically young volcanoes in New Zealand has not produced large volumes
of lava. Subtropical weathering has altered many of the Pleistocene lava fields
to clays which together with the local basaltic tephra have infilled most of the
caves that had existed within the lavas. The Auckland volcanic field of many
small, late Pleistocene-Holocene, monogenetic, basalt volcanoes has the most
known lava tube. There are no large caves.

Excavations for construction sites within the city have uncovered and destroyed
many small cavernous features. Their distribution, morphology and éenesis are

discussed and compared with other caves in volcanic rocks.
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