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VWelded tuff caves in Kyushu area, Japan
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Welded tuff caves, considered to be one of the volcanic caves, are not widely
known yet. The only report submitted so far states that those welded tuff caves
were created by water erosion.

It was reported in the 9th International Congress on Speleology held in 1986
that there was a welded tuff caves in Mt. Paektu, located on the border between
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and People’s Republic of China.

Mt. Paektu erupted around 900 DC and the tremendous volume of mudflow, which
was flowed into Chinese areas, eventually annihilated Pal Hae Statei

In Japan, welded tuff caves have been found only in south western parts of
Kyushu.

A large amount of volcanic mud flowed into the central part of Kyushu when Mt.

Aso erupted 33.000 years ago.

Aira Volcano which has a large caldera on the northern part of Kagoshima Bay
and Ata Volcano which erupted 22.000 years ago also resulted in a large amount
of volcanic mudflow, covering the southern parts of Kyushu.

We have found 21 welded tuff caves in these areas so far.

This spring, we investigated 14 welded tuff caves and discovered that they

were created by gas like lava caves, not by water erosion.
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