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Editorial 

 

 In this edition we begin, not only a 

new layout, which we hope will be 

more agile than the previous one, but 

also, but above all, a well-deserved 

tribute to the figure of Bill Halliday, 

who left us recently. 

Our member list has now become 

"back cover". On both the cover and 

the back cover we maintain the style, 

layout and colors of previous editions. 

We are working too on improving our 

editions even further, so perhaps in the 

future we will have to agree on the uni-

fication of criteria for the presentation 

of works, not only the deadlines, but 

also unification of styles, fonts, photos, 

etc. 

Those of us who did not have the hon-

or of knowing the honor of knowing 

Bill Halliday personally know that his 

work continues: proof of this are the 

tributes paid to him in this issue 84. 

It was a strong blow for those of us 

who remained, but also strong was his 

legacy, what he did and what he sowed 

in the hearts 

and minds of 

many speleolo-

gists. 

The scope of 

our newsletter 

reaches this 

time to the “distant” Armenia and Ar-

gentina. It is a great honor for us, but at 

the same time an enormous responsi-

bility, to shorten those distances by this 

means. 

We have more opportunities ahead of 

us to shorten that distance: Canary Is-

lands 2026, XIX Congress of the UIS 

in Belo Horizonte next July. 

 

 
Carlos Benedetto 
Editor 
28 February 2025 
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From the President 

 

Hello everyone 

 

It has been a long, hot and mostly dry summer 

in my part of Australia and heading under-

ground has been a good way of avoiding 

scorching daytime temperatures on the sur-

face.  But I admit that all of my recent under-

ground trips have been in limestone areas.  

The closest volcanic caves for me are in West-

ern Victoria and involve a round-trip driving 

distance of 1600-1800 kilometres.  Not ideal 

for a weekend trip.  Mind you, I have been 

tempted to make the trip as a new volcanic 

cave has recently been discovered on private 

property and the owner who made the discov-

ery recently became a member of the Commis-

sion.  So, welcome David, and hopefully I will 

have an opportunity to see your new cave at 

some stage. 

I also welcome Erin, Allan and Kim (all from 

USA) who have joined since the last issue of 

the newsletter.  Erin is a natural resources 

manager at a volcanic national monument.  Al-

lan participated in the 21st International Sym-

posium on Vulcanospeleology (ISV) in the Ga-

lapagos Islands last year and Kim is from NW 

USA and helped to compile a major tribute to 

Bill Halliday that appeared his caving group’s 

newsletter in November last year. 

As many of you would know, Bill Halliday 

passed away last year and that he devoted 

many years of his caving life to visiting, ex-

ploring and documenting volcanic caves and 

fighting for their protection.  He was also the 

driving force behind the first ISV in 1972.  He 

later became Chairman of an international 

working group on volcanic caves which, 

thanks to Bill, evolved into the Commission 

on Volcanic Caves within the International Un-

ion of Speleology (UIS) in 1993.  He was the 

foundation Chairman/ President (Bill used 

both titles over time) of the commission and 

remained a member until his passing last year. 

The commission has its own tribute Bill Halli-

day in this issue of the newsletter.   
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It was compiled by Stephan Kempe, Christhild 

Ketz-Kempe and Greg Middleton who both 

knew Bill very well and visited many caves 

with him around the world.  I had the pleasure 

of meeting and caving with Bill during the 10th 

ISV in Iceland in 2002.  It was my first ISV 

but one of the last that Bill attended. 

Speaking of ISVs, I am pleased to advise that 

the Proceedings of the 21st ISV (Galapagos Is-

lands, April 2024), are now available for 

downloading from the commission’s website.  

Many thanks to Laurens Smets for helping Aa-

ron Addison see this task through to comple-

tion.  To download a copy, go to: https://

www.vulcanospeleology.org/menu.html  

I had hoped this issue of the newsletter would 

include a preliminary program outline for next 

year’s ISV (ISV22).  A proposal for the ISV to 

be held on La Palma in the Canary Islands, 

that had been promised in time for considera-

tion at the Galapagos ISV last April, has still 

not been received.   

While the La Palma tourist office did offer 

some organisational help and logistical sup-

port for local transport, there has been no tan-

gible progress on the ISV proposal, despite 

many communications between the commis-

sion (essentially Dominik Frölich and I) and 

people in the Canaries. 

However, I am pleased to report that in recent 

days, elements of a revised plan for the next 

ISV have been developed and confirmed.  The 

presentation sessions will now take place in 

November 2026 on the island of Tenerife, as a 

result of an offer by the Museum of Nature 

and Archaeology (MUNA). Among other 

things, MUNA manages the Cueva del Viento 

(Cave of the Winds), an 18km-long lava cave, 

sections of which are open to the public on 

guided tours. There will be field excursions to 

the cave and other sites on the island as well 

as an optional post-symposium excursion to 

the island on Lanzarote.  We remain hopeful 

there will also be field excursions on La Pal-

ma, but that is not at all certain at this stage. 

 

John Brush 
President 
27 February 2025 

https://www.vulcanospeleology.org/menu.html
https://www.vulcanospeleology.org/menu.html
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William Ross "Bill" Halliday (1926 – 2024) 
Nicola Barone & Paolo Forti 

Bill Halliday passed away on September 24, 
2024 in Shoreline, Washington. USA, was im-
mediately  disseminated to all speleologists in 
the world by the UIS Volcanospeleology Com-
mission, which he had really created from 
nothing, given that lava caves were by far his 
greatest interest throughout his career. its long 
existence.  
Bill Halliday, as everyone simply called him, 

was a man of many talents: he graduated in 
Zoology in 1946 and then completed his medi-
cal studies at the George Washington Medical 
School in 1948; immediately afterwards he 
had a brilliant career as a doctor and surgeon, 
a profession which he practiced with great 
success until retirement.  

Fig. 1- A young Bill Halliday in the Kitty Pooh Cave in Oregon (Photo Charlie Larson)  
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Fig. 2 - Iceland 2002, excursion of the International Symposium of Vulcanospeleology in the Arnahellir Cave. 

The three cavers who have been presidents of the Vulcanospeleology Commission of the UIS from its foundation 

to today, are present: the first Bill Hallyday in the center with the yellow helmet, on the far left the second, Jan 

Paul Van der Pas, and the third John Brush in the red overalls next to Bill (Photo Ken Grimes)  

But Bill was above all a great enthusiast of 
speleology, which he began practicing as ear-
ly as his university years. He then served as 
Director of the Western Speleological Survey 
from 1955 to 1981 and was on the Board of 
Governors of the NSS several times, of which 
he had already become a member in 1949.  
In addition to the managerial positions in the 
American Speleological Associations, which 
he held until the threshold of the second mil-
lennium, Bill was a fruitful and prolific writ-
er. Therefore there were many of his speleo-
logical publications, among which it is im-
portant to remind at least the two volumes 
Adventure Is Underground (1959) and Ameri-
can Caves and Caving (1974) with which he 
stimulated public knowledge and appreciation 
for the fascinating world of caves and above 

all also its necessary protection.  
But his greatest passion, which accompanied 
him until the last days of his life, were cer-
tainly lava caves: in this field he can, rightly, 
be considered the true "father of Vul-
canospeleology", exactly like the Frenchman 
Martel it is considered for speleology in lime-
stone caves.  
Having immediately fallen in love with these 
particular cavities, he did not limit himself to 
exploring and studying them but, since the 
early 1970s, he has tried to coordinate speleo-
logical activity within them, not only at a na-
tional level, but truly worldwide.   
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It is in fact thanks to him that in 1972, within 
the annual convention of the NSS, the "First 
International Symposium of Volcanospeleolo-
gy" was organized. During that reuinon, 
among other things, he managed to involve 
Ronald Greeley, (the world's leading expert in 
planetary geomorphology) in the studies of 
Vulcanospeleology leading him to present 
comparative studies of continental lava expan-
sions (western United States, Etna) and Ha-
waii aimed at mapping the Moon and Mars for 
N.A.S.A.  
We like to remind his presence during the 
fourth appointment of these symposia, which 
was organized in 1983 in Italy by the Speleo-
logical Group of Catania, exactly on Etna. It 
was a great success both for the number of 
people who participated and for the splendid 
excursions. But, above all, for the fact that for 
the many Italians who participated in that 
symposium it was the first ever opportunity to 
get to know, not only Bill, but also the envi-
ronment of the lava caves, completely differ-
ent from any other karst cave they had fre-
quented until then.  
Then in 1999, again in Catania, on the occa-
sion of the IX International Symposium of 
Vulcanospeleology, where Bill did not miss 
his presence this time too, he was asked to 
write a chapter on the history of  Vul-
canospeleology in Dentro il Vulcano – Le 
Groptte dell’Etna , thus he said verbatim:  
«Volcanospeleology, that branch of knowledge 
that deals with the exploration and study of 
caves in volcanic environments, gained the 
qualification of a scientific discipline with the 
first two international symposia, organized in 
1972, in White Salmon (Washington) and, in 
1975 in Catania (Italy) dedicated to this spe-
cific theme.» Then adding: «The first two 
Symposia, in 1972 and 1975, began to channel 
the Italian and American currents on the sub-
ject into a single thread, with the English 
name, Vulcanospeleology, conceived as a clear 

homage to the fundamental contribution given 
to this disciplined by the Italian contribution."  
Furthermore, his leadership in the Hawaii Spe-
leological Survey and his role as President of 
the Commission on Volcanic Caves of the In-
ternational Union of Speleologists (UIS) fur-
ther demonstrate his commitment to the explo-
ration, valorization and protection of the ex-
traordinary world, and until a few decades ago 
completely unknown, volcanic caves.  
The Italian vulcanospeleological community 
and in particular that of Catania therefore 
owes him great gratitude. But certainly, in our 
opinion, his role in speleology in general,, an 
activity which he practiced well into his 80s, 
was truly enormous. For this reason his name 
will remain not only in the hearts of those who 
were lucky enough to know him directly or 
even just to read one of his many publications, 
but also of all those who, in one way or anoth-
er, frequent and will frequent in the future the 
wonderful underground world in any part of 
the globe..  
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Download: 
 

https://www.vulcanospeleology.org/sym21/ISV21_2024_Proceedings.pdf  
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/050z39326a2y4uan4jggh/Proceedings_-ISV21-2024_midres.pdf?
rlkey=e4jdj7plb1z6mi42t8me90jhx&e=1&st=azysrkog&dl=0  

https://www.vulcanospeleology.org/sym21/ISV21_2024_Proceedings.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/050z39326a2y4uan4jggh/Proceedings_-ISV21-2024_midres.pdf?rlkey=e4jdj7plb1z6mi42t8me90jhx&e=1&st=azysrkog&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/050z39326a2y4uan4jggh/Proceedings_-ISV21-2024_midres.pdf?rlkey=e4jdj7plb1z6mi42t8me90jhx&e=1&st=azysrkog&dl=0
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Fig. 10. Cueva del Tigre in the cover of ARGENTINA SUBTERRANEA 56  -   
https://fade.smartnec.com/images/prod/sBiRzdbFjyUX9N7JnX5vmsl8P9v3Z5.pdf.  

Photo: Gabriel Moya (FAdE) 

https://fade.smartnec.com/images/prod/sBiRzdbFjyUX9N7JnX5vmsl8P9v3Z5.pdf.
https://fade.smartnec.com/images/prod/sBiRzdbFjyUX9N7JnX5vmsl8P9v3Z5.pdf.
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