Coming:

Cave Inventory of Easter Island - Rapa Nui

Based on articles by Andrzej Ciszewski et al. from: Polish Caving 2001-2005
and 2005-2009 (published on the occasion of the 14" & 15" U.LS. Congresses)

In the 50ties Thor Heyerdahl reported lavatubes on Easter Island, but did not
leave documentation. Than a French and a Spanish expedition started
systematic work in the area. Lloret i Prieto and Ubach Torres report about a
1992 expedition with a pre-inventory of 114 caveties, of which 27 mapped.

During the 13® Symposium on Vulcanospeleology, 2008, Paolo Forti reports on
three expeditions to Easter Island (2005, 2007 and 2008) by an Italian/Spanish

team.,

From the above mentioned Polish publications it turns out they started
expeditions and preparation trips in 2001 to Easter Island. In 2005 they report
already 100 surveyed caves. The latest expedition in 2008 had 18 participants.

“We brought to Poland maps and descriptions of 320 caves we had surveyed”.

“If everything goes as expected , this year (2009) the first inventory of the

Easter Island will come out”.

Simple map by Thor Heyerdahl
from his book ‘Aku Aku’ with
location of more than 50 caves.
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Some notes by the editor & chairman

Well, the U.LS. Congress (Kerrville -July 2009) is behind us. A
small report in this Newsletter, but every caving bulletin or
magazine will certainly dedicate many pages on this event.

Also a small report about the Commission meeting there.
A question was: how to become commission member? Easy:
Just show interest

More in next issue .... Due to a new laptop and printer 1 have
some problems, but just enough pages for this issue.

Heard from Arni(Iceland): ... a filmerew wanted to ship tons of

equipment to and into prihnUkagigur, including a 20.000 Watt
generator ...

Ramon (Mexico) send a complete page with news, see in this
issue. He couldn’t come to Korea, but hopes to be in Australia.

New E-mail address for Ken Grimes:
< ken.grimes@bigpond.com >

Some new commission members (addresses in next
N.L.):
Dave Bunnell, Penelope Boston, Mike Spilde.

In my opinion the best presentation about lava-tubes:
The very last lectures of the congress (two combined in a
double-session) by John Pint about Saudi Arabia.
Exploration, adventure, and so much left for the future
(The lava caves of Khaybar, Saudi Arabia and Umm
Jirsan: Arabia’s longest lava-tube system).




[.C.S. 2009

15" International Congress of Speleology

Kerrville, Texas, U.S.A.
before ... 19-26 July 2009 and after ...
big ... bigger ... (tao 7Y BIG .

J.P. van der PAS

Well, it was great. Some 1500 participants — and so called the best/biggest UIS
congress ever. However, since it was combined with the NSS convention some
1000 cavers would have been there anyhow. Just + one UIS participant would
have made it the biggest congress anyhow.

The amount of lectures & excursions: nearly endless. It took a lot of planning
to find the ‘best’ to participate. However, due to the different locations, it did
cost some time to find/listen to another one. As a Northern European I had to get
used to the immense heat (outside) — did I know some 100 degrees isa lot ....
Inside the buildings there was air-conditioning and amazing, even USA cavers
used than extra clothes,

At arrival: I can not say just ‘a crew’, but whole legions of helpful persons
helped you with transport, information and really everything you wanted/needed
to know. Fantastic. A very needed case, with the Proceedings — 5 kgs (11 1bs) —
and more information — was handed out. This proceedings — over 3000 pages —
will force you to read at least 3 pages a day before the next Congress (Bmno,
2013 in Czechia).

Concerning our commission (Volcanic Caves): the post-congress excursion
(Hawaii) was cancelled. Not enough participants. Sorry for all the work Doug
Medville must have put into this. But a whole day was dedicated to “volcanic
caves’ lectures — perfectly led by Bill Halliday and Stephan Kempe. During the
lunch period we had the Commission Meeting. (see separate report)

The huge amount of participants created some problems. When you met
someone often the first question was: did you see so-and-so? where can I find
him? where does he/she sleep? is so-and-so here anyhow? This question by a
Mexican/American to find an Isreali was solved by using E-mail to this person
(it worked ...).

At the opening ceremony, as well as the closing one, the commission had to
report — and we are allowed to stay. (see separate commission report)

s

COMMISSION REPORT (2005 - 2009)

- At both the opening and closing ceremony of the U.LS. Congress the
commissions have to report about previous and coming activities. And
about decisions taken at the commission meeting during the congress.
However, the Commission on Volcanic Caves has currently every
second year a symposium, with in general more commission members
than during the U.LS. congress.

- The commission has an excellent website maintained by John Pint,
and a printed Newsletter issued by the chairman, Jan-Paul van der Pas.

- Membership is open to all persons with sincere interest in volcanic
caves. The commission has at the moment some 50 members from
around 20 countries (from all continents).

- Since the U.L.S. congress in Greece two symposia were held:
Mexico 2006 and Korea 2008, both very successful. 11 Newsletters
were issued with nearly 200 pages of information. A monumental
book was issued with the proceedings of the 10®, 11" and 12"
symposia on vulcanospeleology, the work of Ramon Espifiasa-
Perena and John Pint.

- Next symposium will be in Australia 2010, and proposal(s) for 2012
and 2014 are offered to the commission. See page about these in this
newsletter.

b, 15" Internafiohal Congress 21+
B of Speleology Kerrville, TX
] USA July 19-26, 2009 0286

Jan-Paul van der Pas

UIS Commissien on Volcanic Caves

Jj}? /X\ ;-\ Netherlands -5-
\_j\])-u-icl‘l_ﬂ

C, English, German




Future Symposia, Meetings and Congresses

concerning the Commission on Volcanic Caves

2010, August
14™ International Symposium on Vulcanospeleology
Australia, Cairns (Undara). Wed. 4/ Tue 10 Aug.
Post symposium excursion Wed. 11 Aug./Sun. 15 Aug. Victoria.
All info: Greg Middleton
ozspeleo@bigpond.net.au
soon a website will be available

2012
Proposal for the 15" International Symposium on Vulcano-
speleology by Jordan. Maybe to be combined with the 11
Middle-East Symposium. Also a proposal came from Argentina —
but the person concerned was not present during the UIS-congress.
As soon more info is available it will be announced.

2013
Commission Meeting during the 18 " U.LS. Congress in Brno
(Czechia).

2014
Proposal for 16" International Symposium on Vulcanospeleology
by Dr. T. Toulkeridis to be held on Galapagos Island (Ecuador).
Dr. Toulkeridis hopes to participate in the 2010 symposium in
Australia.

New(s) from México

Ramoén Espinasa Perena
Sociedad Mexicana de Exploraciones Subterraneas
Club de Exploraciones de México

Recently cavers, from Club Exploraciones de México (Seccion Veracruz), have
continued exploration on several new lava tubes in the El Volcancillo lava flow
(which was visited during the post-symposium field trip in 2006). This lava flow

is the youngest prehistoric flow in México, less than 800 years old, and is over
80 km long.

The most recent find is Cueva de Tenampa, 1.153 meter long and with a lava
drip stalagmite almost 5 meters high. Previous discoveries include:

Cueva del Volcancillo 640 meter,
Cueva de la Virgin 1390 meter,
Cueva de Los Cochinos 1388 meter,
Cueva de La Envidia 1379 meter,
Sistema del Falso 1358 meter,
Cueva de La Higuera (or del Tirantes) 1384 meter,
Hoyo del Becerro 1667 meter,

Cueva del Rio Huichila — 1106 meter, is explored to a depth of 272 meter.
This cave, still not finished, carries a large active spring which resurges at El

Encanto spring, birthplace of the Actopan river, located at the front of the lava
flow.

Photos and surveys of this caves can be found at the following websites:

http://www.espeleoveracruzano.com/album/displayimage.php?
album=74&pid=501&slideshow=5000

http://www.espeleoveracruzano.com/proyectos.php?idm=0&idt=29
http://www.oztotl.com/ps/reports/Jilotepec.pdf

http://espeleojarocho.blogspot.com/2007/07/proyecto-vulcano-
espeleolgico-jilotepec.html



LCS 2009
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™I c 5 Proceedings of ICS 2009 (15" International Congress of Spelelology)
151 InTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF SPELEOLOGY =

: Issued for the Congress, 3 volumes with over 2000 pages, weight some 5 kg’s

Proceedings, Volume 2 (111bs). Size Bod,

English langnage. A whole day was devoted to a Lava Caves Symposium.

Here some recent Some 20 lectures. Published on page 621-730 of part 2.

leb]iCﬂ[iOIlS. ISBN 978-1-879961-34-0 , available via NSS. Available via NSS
(www.caves.org), no price known.

Symposia Part 2

None is completely
dedicated to caves
of volcanic origin.

See next page for

' Caves and Karst of the USA (issued during the above congress)
description.

Editors A. and M. Palmer. In English, 446 pages. Size B-4, weight 1,1 kg,
A very complete overview of the caves of the U.S.A., but also neighbouring
countries as Canada, Mexico and Caribbean islands.

In this book Hawaii on page 311-323, with of course lava caves.

Chapters by Bill Halliday, the Medville’s, Don Coons, the Allred’s, Dave
Bunnell and others.

Bill Halliday describes the volcanic caves of Oregon and Idaho.

& _— The complete book has nearly 1000 very interesting photographs, all in color.
ot | _‘ C I1) [SBN 978-1-879961-28-9, available via NSS (www.caves.org), no price
A > known.
e TREad b, TETY
T T
-J 21"]&5919 'I s!ll]l
Al ' Proceedings of the 10" International Symposium on Pseudokarst

Gorizia (Italy), 29 April — 2 May 2009.

Mainly in English, some in Italian or German.

Size 24x17 em, weight 470 gr., 175 pages with some 200 colour pictures, graphs
and maps.

[n this publication an article by Péter Gadanyi (Hungary): Lava Tumulus Caves
on Iceland. (p. 119 — 126). 13 Graphs and pictures.

Also a short report from Slovakia about a reported but “lost” lava tube (1)

No ISBN number, all info at: ~ seppenhofer@libero.it

Covirs Ricerche Coriche
= iafer”
Happankalr,
Federazions Speleclogien fogionaly |
del friuk Venatia Givka




During the U.LS. Congress (15"
2005 at Kalamos, Greece) the
statutes of UIS were revised and
translated in several languages.
Here the part which deals with
commissions (as ours).

Article 6: Commissions, Working Groups and Committees

(a) The Commissions and Working Groups (scientific) and Committees (non scientific) are
directed by the Bureau.

(b) The organisation of Working Groups, Commissions and Committees of the Union is as

follows:

1. Departments should be in charge of prc‘ﬂctl”.
documentation and education. A Department is dire

President of the relevant Commission or W {

the Union's General Assembly. The Deparim

and the Hrﬂrnosas of Commissions and Waorking Groups

transmittal to UNESCO

Commissions should focus on specific problems during the four s bet

ordinary general meetir 195 of the General Assembly, and can be renewed by \.u[\ of the

General Assembly.

3. The transformation of a Working Group linto a Commission must be approved at the
following ordinary general assembly

5L,|~ ntific

research,

(s )

(c) The Bureau makes the following recommendations for the functioning of Commissions

and Working Groups:

1. The activity of Cc** nissions, Committees and Working Groups

simply-as.possib

In general, Cor‘w"w':s ions, Commitlees and Working Groups should not need a forma

vote to function.

3. If a formal vote is deemed necessary, it should be based on one vote per member nation
that is actively participating in the work lof the Commission, Committee and Working
Group.

4, |If a Commission, Committee or Working Group wants to organise an activity in a member
nation, it must inform the General Secretary of the Union, in order to erLa.'. the
agreement of the speleological organisation of the nation concerned via its titular
delegate.

(d) The members of the Bureau are ex officio members of all the Commissions, Working

Groups and Committees, but without any right'of vote.

s
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As mentioned on the previous
page the UIS statutes are trans-
| lated into several languages.
Here in Arabic. Due to the fact
a next symposium of our
commission (2012) might take
place in the far-east this might
be convenient.
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